Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Southern  Baptists 


Movie 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  local  proactive  and  redemptive 
reports)  —  A  fictional  theatrical  produc-  out  to  those  who  struggle  . 
tion  about  four  homosexual  men  raised  ed  same-sex  aftractioi^ 
in  Southern  Baptist  ararches  will  soon 
become  a  motion  picture.  Baptist  Press 
has  learned. 

Production  on  the  film,  entitled 
Southern  Baptist  Sissies,  will  begin  in 
the  summer  of  2007,  according  to  the 
autitor  of  the  play  and  the  film's  pro¬ 
ducer;  Del  Shores. 

Hm  Wilkins,  a  Southern  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter  and  founder  of  Cross  Ministry,  an 
outreach  to  hoftibsexuals,  said  the 
upcoming  movie  likely  will  lead  secular  Religious  Liberty 
audieiKes  to  conclude  that  evangelical  Commission,  said 


>  in  reaching  November  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  and 
ie  witii  unwant-  Nashville,  Term.,  where  several  Southern 
Baptist  entities  ha^e  their  headquarters, 
d  to  the  SBC  at  internet-based  promotional  matenal 
laskville.  Term.,  for  tire  play  depicts  a  scantUy-clad  young 
ame  year  that  man  wim  nis  arms  outstretemed  as  if  cru- 

cified,  with  a 
T  '  I  cross  in  the  back- 

I  I  ground.  The  pro- 

motioiud  material 
includes  a  wam- 
I  ing  titat  tile  play 
contains  nudity. 

-  Ddta  Burke,  an 
actress  best 
I  known  for  her  role 
I  as  Suzanne 
I  I  Sugarbaker  on  tiie 


dropped,  their  boy¬ 
cott  of  tile  Disney 
Company. 

At  the  time. 


tile  movie  with  little  if  any  fanfare."  the  Bible's  teach-  Designing 

"I  tiiink  the  mcMe  attention  focused  on  ins  on  human  sex-  Women,  has  a 

the  movie  will  simply  improve  its  visibility  uiuity  —  which  is  -  starring  role  in  tiie 

and  increase  tiie  attenoance  at  theaters  sexual  intimacy  snocet  wikmm  pl^y 

across  the  country,"  Wilkins,  himself  a  for-  between  a  man  - ^ -  married  to  actor 

mer  homosexiud,  said.  "This  forthcoming  and  a  woman  within  a  marriage  —  they  Gerald  McRaney,  a  native  of  Collins, 
movie  is  part  of  a  chain  of  events  that  has  would  not  condemn  homosexuals.  .  McRaney  starred  in  the  televisioh  series 
taken  place  over  the  past  15-20  years,  and  "Christians  lovin&.,jK}mosexuals  Simon  arid  Simon,  and  Mi^  Dad. 
by  tiiae  Hnean  secular  society  arid  the  pro-  without  accepting  thel^  lifestyle  is  me'  Shores,  in  an  interview,  said  Southern 
homosexual  movamefit  making  a  state-  way  we  can  m  most  helpful  in  helping  Baptist  Sissies,  which  won  an  award 
ment  and  Soutiiem  Bapti^  b&ig  auto-  homosexuals  to  be  liberated i!rom  that  from  the  Gay  4c  Lesbian  Alliance  Agunst 
matically  placed  in  a  position  erf  respond-  lifestyle,"  Land  said.  Defamation  (GLAAD),  is  about  ^love 

ing  to  that  statement  —  vtiiidi  is  exactly  A  lon^me  television  writer.  Shores  and  acceptance"  for  homosexuals  who 
where  we  should  not  be."  previously  wrote  and  produced  the  play  "have  felt  excluded  from  tiie  church, 

Wilkins  said  Soutiiem  Baptists^  should  Sordid  Lives,  billed  as  a  "black  comedy  from  the  love  of  God  because  of  the 
"take  the  offense  without' bemg  otiensive."  abdut  white  trash."  When  that  play  was  teachings  and  doctrines  that  were  taught 
"By  that  I  mean  a  proactive,  redemptive  developed  into  a  motion  picture,  it  per-  to  us  as  children  and  beyond." 
outreMi  to  those  with  samie-sex  attractions  formed  poorly  at  the  box  office,  earning  Shores,  a  homosexual  activist,  has 
is  far  better  than  a  month  by  montii  only  $l.i  million  nationally.  said  he  was  raised  in  a  Southnm  Baptist 

reqwnse  to  utiwt  tiie  wc^d  is  tdling  us  Mores  also  has  written  multiple  church  in  Texas  and  attended  Baylor 
about  homosexuality,"  he  said.  episodes  of  Queer  as  Folk,  a  cable  tel^-  University  in  Waco,  which  is  affiliated 

Soutiiem  Bapti^  have  made  etibrts  skxi  drama  irfxnit  tiie  lives  of  homosexuals,  with  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
in  this  regard.  At  tiieir  aimual  meeting  in  Southern  Baptist  Sissies  is  Shores'  Texas.  He  described  his  play  as  ending 
New  Orleans  in  2001,  messengers  ad^-  most  recent  play  and  currently  is  on  tour  "with  the  message  of  hope  —  that  Goa 
ed  a  resoluticMi  requesting  that  the  con-  across  tiie  country.  Performances  have  loves  us  alL  just  as  He  created  us." 
vention  "establish  a  task  torce  to  inform,  been  held  in  DaHas,  St.  Louis,  and  While  the  theme  that  God  creates  peo- 
educate  and  encourage  our  people  to  be  Tacoma,  Wash.,  and  are  scheduled  this  pie  to  be  homosexuals  likely  will  be  pro- 

--  -  -  .  j _ 1  .  moted  in  ihe  film,  it  is  unrounded,  said 

I  -  M  ^  Mikael  Dean,  pastor  of  Travis  Avenue 

A»  ^ ^  i  a t  a  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  the  site  of  a  recent 
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Heying  the  onivartity  cam- 

^l^islry.  She  wfl  Ute  on  eddh  Chridy  M  closes  oiRJim  tenure  at 

tiofial  reeaonsibilities  In  the  met  «f  - MG  Mbeiin  new  and  ^  wnS  of  December.  1  «n  con- 

church  ratetions,"  said  Wbayif  MoCmcken,  collagiata  min-  vinoed  Qn^  is  calleo  «o  thb  position  and  brii^  the 
isl^  dlrecter  at  tiie  Mtsdidpp  Comention  Boa^  iicpatliece  )Bfo  a^ion  to  the  table  to  lead  wall,  nenow 
Cartey  holds  daarees  fram  *?iBil>wailiiiii  Seminary  in  die  witl  vmiceme  your  support  and  help  in  the  days 
Ft.  Worn  (M.Div.)  and  tdliiiss^i  Stale  University  in '  ahead,"  McCracken  said. 


homosexuality,  and  pornography. 


Our  Thanksgiving  prayer 


and  the  stales  soon  realigned  their 

Presidwd  Franklin  Roosevelt  set  d«e 
hofi^  one  week  earlier  in  1999,  S) 
lengdien  die  Christinas  shopping  season 
in  me  mklBt  of  die  Great  Depreawm. 

Ihe  US.  Congress  was  not  pleased, 
however  and  voted  in  1941  to  return 
Thanksi^ving  to  the  traditional  fourth 
Thursday  in  November.  They  backed 
up  their  decision  by  creating  a  formal 
legal  holiday  on  diat  date. 

For  thousands  of  years,  people 
around  the  world  have  hm  harv^  res- 
dvals  and  observed  thanksgiving  times 
for  the  gift  of  God's  bounty,  Mt  the 
unique  American  hcdiday  called 
Thank^ving  should  hold  special 
meaning  for  us  the  modern-day  oene- 
foctors  of  God's  blessings  beyond  all 
forms  of  measurement  - 

CXir  agricultural  system  feeds  us  well 
with  enough  left  over  to  feed  much  of  the 
worklMoRthanatanytiineinourhiB- 
tory  our  generation  is  sheltered  from  the 
dements  and  guarded  horn  disease. 
Though  our  nulilaiy  is  stretched  and 
manyorave  men  and  women  are  givmg 


A  mong  the  original  American 
/\  holidays  on  our  calendar 
AjLlhanksgivinc  often  harbors 
our  warmest  mounts  and  deepest 
sentimentalities. 

The  World  Book  Encydopedia 
describes  it  Bus  way:  ‘Thantagiving  is 
usually  a  fam^  day  celebrated  with  Dig 
dinnefs  ancnoiyouB  leunfons.  The  very 
mention  of  ihuiksKiving  often  calls  up 
memories  of  kitcnens  and  pantries 
crowded  with  good  things  to 

I  eat  Thanksgiving  b  abo  a 
time  for  serious  thinkii^ 
church  services;  and  prayer*^ 
Indeed  it  is.  bi  our  presenK 
day,  politically  correct/ievi- 
sionist  cuhuie,  we  can  be  dis¬ 
couraged  from  understanding 
die  true  meaning  of  the  holiday 
We  have  lately  been 
induced  to  believe  that 
Thanksgiving  is  composed 
of  little  more  than  a  baccha¬ 
nalian  orgy  and  football 
games,  devoid  of  rdigious 
significance.  After  all,  a  lot 
or  Americans  act  that  way. 
Nodiing  could  be  farther 
from  die  trudi,  as  evidenced 
by  a  brief  review  of  unre- 
vWd  history. 

St  Thanksgiving  was  observed 
less  than  a  year  after  the  Plymouth 
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cokxiisls  came  arfiore  in  Massachusetts. 

The  harrii  first  winter  in  the  New  World  Thanksgiving  cjuiddy  took  root  in  the  other 
wmed  out  nearly  half  the  colonists;  but  colonies  and  continura  to  be  observecf  dur- 
162l's  bumper  harvest  put  an  end  to  the  ing  the  Revolutionary  War 
fomine  and  W  asscxialea  problems.  After  the  Revolutionary  War  President 

There  was  sudi  rejoicing  in  the  colony  George  Washington  issued  a  prodanuition 
that  the  people  benn  to  set  aside  a  time  oi  that  codified  a  medal  day  of  thanks  in  the 
celebramon  and  dianksgiving  for  dieir  young  United  Mies  of  America.  Most  of 
abundance  —  which  they  readify  adowwl-  die  stales  took  Washington's  lead  and 
edg^  came  from  God.  adcpted  their  own  days  ot  dianksgiving  at 

Ihe  observance  grew'^  rapidly  that  various  tunes  of  the  yw. 

Massachusetts  Governor  William  Bradford  In  1863.  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
dedared  a  formal  three-day  thanksgiviire  declared  a  national  Thank^ving  holi- 
feast  to  begin  on  July  30,  1623.  day  on  the  last  Thursday  oTNovember, 
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•  Home  Enei^  Efikiency 
Improvement  Tax  Credits. 
Purchase  and  installation  of 
energy  efficient  products  Qu^ 


tion  and  expiring  tax  credits  and 
deductions  that  Congress  may 
retroactively  extend  at  year's  end 
calls  for  eany  preparation  despite 
a  later  filing  dale  |  April  18^  20^ 

Get  organized.  Scut  now  and 
use  a  checklist.  Checklists  facili- 
tale  organization  and  minimize 
frustra&m.  Many  chedclisis  are 
a  vailabfo  on  the  Wrix  Just  Goo^ 
"chedclists  for  tax  preparation. 

Identify  last-muiule  savings 
opportunities: 


for  a  tax  credit  of  up  to  |500. 
Acklitional  credit  is  available  for 
certain  other  qualified  purchas¬ 
es  and  applies  only  to  the  tax¬ 
payer's  praidpal  Us.  residence. 
The  total  credit  caps  at  $2,tX)0. 

•  Earned  Incorne  Tax  Credit. 
Generally  available  to  taxpay¬ 
ers  with  2006  earned  incorne 
under  $383^  the  ETTC  may 
also  provide  a  refund. 


'  •  Maximize  retirement  plan  impose  tiireshcdds  in  order  to  the  amount  of  taxable  income:  The  IRS  website, 
elective  deferrals.  The  basic  take  the  deduction.  •  Child  Tax  Credit.  This  offers  a  number 

deferral  limit  is  $15,000  •  Make  a  direct  transfer  from  credit  can  reduce  taxes  up  to  tax  tips  and  a 

($20,000  for  age  50  or  ol^).  an  IRA  to  a  oualified  charity.  $1,000  for  each  quafifyingcnild.  number.  The  I 

•  Contribvitt  to  a  traditional  Ikxpayers  age  h)  1/2  and  older  For  more  infacmation,  see  IRS  copious  tax  help 

IRA.  The .  limit  for  tai^yers  may  transfer  iib  to  $1001000  to  a  Tkx  Tip  2006-45.  ticai,  because  soc 

younger  than  70  1/2  wim  suffi-  quuified  charily  tax-free.  The  •  Retirement  Savings  may  not  be  relial 

cientWnmeiB$<000($5;000for  transaction  must  go  directly  ContributionB  Credit,  ration  software  a 

»  50  or  olderji  Cbnsider  an  fromanIRAlothecMutity.DonT  Taxpayers  digible  to  contribute  viable  resources. 

DcA  for  the  non-working  spouse,  wait  until  the  last  minute.  Many  to  an  employer-sponsored  - 

lb  Qualify  the  covqple  must  be  IRA  providers  have  cut-off  dates  retirement  plan  or  an  IRA  may  Stahtmisaa 
legaw  married  at  year's  end  for  year-end  transactions  —  9*^7  ^  credit  (up  to  spenMisI 

and  fOe  a  Joint  tax  return.  some  as  early  as  Decl5^  $1,000 or  $2,000  if  fifing  jointly  X  executive  mtd  mst 

•  Coonfinale  capital  gains  •  Donate  dotiiing  and  See  IRS  Tbx  Up  2006-#9.  destgii  /or  Guide: 

and  losses.  Review  stock  and  household  items.  ContruMtions  •  Hybrid  Car  Ibx  Credit  The  Resotmes  cf  the  S 

offier  capital  assets.  Are  some  of  clothing  and  househcdd  credit  $400  to  $3^400;  is  av^  Convention.  Tk 

ripe  for  sale?  Such  tax  harvesting  items  made  after  Aug.  17, 2006,  riile  for  qualtfying  vehicles  pur-  u^bnmUion  a  not 
can  offset  gains  with  losses  there-  are  not  deductible  unless  the  chased  after  Dec  j1,  2006.  ortnxndvice.Indni 

is  in  good  used  condi-  •  Qualifyiire  Alternative  or  Car  yasliows  s 
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Abortion  ruling  likely  in  hands  of  one  justice 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  The  fate  ol  par- 
tial-biim  abortion  as  a  legally- 
protected  procedure  in  America 
rest  with  the  decision  of 
US  Supreme  Court  Associate 
Justice  Anthony  Kennedy. 

At  least,  that  appears  to  be  the 
assessment  of  many  observers 
on  both  sides  of  the  abortion 
issue.  As  goes  Keiuiedy,  so  goes 
the  Simreme  Court  in  determii>- 
ing  whether  Cbrtgress  can  out- 


Gefart.  Otherwise,  he  has  sided 
with  abortion-rights  defoKlers 
on  the  court  in  dre  past 

Associate  Justices  Antonin 
Scalia  and  ClaretKe  Thomas 
were  in  the  minority  in  the  earli¬ 
er  case  and  have  indkaaed  no 
inclination  to  switch  sides.  Chief 
Justice  John  Roberts  and 
Associate  Justice  Samuel  Alita 
who  replaced  O'Connoc  are 
the  partial- 


law  the  gruesome  mid-ptegnan-  bira  abortion  han  based  on  their 
cy  abortion  method,  diey  say.  records  at  die  appelbte  level  as 
Keruiedy  was  indeed  die  strict  constnictiotust  judges, 
focus  of  attention  from  reporters  After  the  oral  arguments;  dif- 
and  observers  as  the  him  court  feient  observers  had  different 
heard  oral  argwients  m>v.  8  in  takes  on  Kennedy's  questioning, 
the  Bush  admuiistration's  effort  '‘I'm  encouraged,”  said 
to  convince  the  justices  to  over-  Jordan  Lorence,  senior  counsel 
turn  lower  court  decisions  strik-  for  the  Alliance  Defense  Fund 
ing  down  a  2003  law  banning  (ADF),  a  Christian  and  pro-life 
the  procedure.  legal  organization  baised  in 


Ine  Partial-birdi  Abortion  Phoenix,  Az.  ”)ustice  indkalor.  Alito  asked  no  ques-  heal 
Ban  Act  which  was  passed  by  Kenned^b^  in  the  Stenberg  tions  during  the  two  hours;  and  ledi 
about  two-thirds  of  both  houses  case  in  2300,  was  very  passion-  Scalia.  often  an  active  pwtici-  tkm 
of  Congress;  bars  a  procedure  ate  in  his  opposition  to  partial-  pant  rarely  spoke.  coir 

abo  known  as  D8cX  —  dilation  birth  abortion,  and  althou^  "fTlhe  five  that  have  the  woi 
and  extraction  —  typically  used  he  asked  ^studied  questions  weren't  talking  that  ing 

in  the  fifth  or  sixm  monffi  of  today,  I  think  that  he  indicated '  mucK.'  and  the  ones  who  1 
pregnancy  and  bevond,  when  that  he  retains  basically  what  seemed  like  they  were  really  km, 
me  fidly-formcd  baby  is  too  he  said  in  that  cmnion.  and  trying  to  convince  a  fifth  vote  ”ch 
laqpr  to  dismember  ana  remove  nothing  dissuaded  him.”  to  come  over  were  the  people  mai 

from  die  mother's  womb  using  Cofoy  May,  senior  counsel  who  were  in  the  majoritv  in  peo 

le^  invasive  procedures.  for  the  pro-life  American  Stenberg,”  Lorence  said.  ''So,  be  i 

In  the  method  as  normally  Center  for  Law  arnl  Justice  in  other  words,  the  pro-par-  crir 
practiced,  an  intact  baby  is  deliv-  (ACLJ)  based  in  Washington,  tial-birth  abortion  justices  •  whi 
ered  feet  first  until  only  the  head  D.C,  told  Baptist  Press  outside  seemed  to  be  the  ones  that  the 
is  left  in  the  birth  canal  The  doc-  the  court  building,  ”I  am  hope-  were  trolling  for  a  fifth  vote,  rigi 
tor  pierces  the  base  of  the  infont's  ful  that  (Keruiedy)  will  follow  and  that's  a  good  sign  that  in  | 
skull  with  surgical  scissors  the  same  rationale  that  he  pro-  (the  justices)  are  going  to  Par 
before  inserting  a  catheter  into  vided  in  his  dissent  in  die  leave  this  to  (Congress).”  cou 

the  opening  and  suctioning  out  Stenberg  decision,  and  I  think  if  Priscilla  SmitK  who  repie-  pro 

the  brain,  uUing  the  bkby.  The  he  does,  then  we  have  every  sented  Nebraska  abortion  doc-  I 
technique  provides  for  easier  reason  to  be  optimistic.”  tor  Leroy  Carhart  in  the  argu- 

removal  of  me  ba^s  head.  May  said  m  thought  the  ments,  a  different  take.  Qei 

Associate  Justices  John  Paul  argeunents  left  Kennedy  ”rea)g-  She  told  reporters  the  justices  higl 
Stevens,  David  Soutei;  Rudi  nizing  that  line  drawing  (by  "seemed  in  die  end  not  at  aU  opa 
Bader  Ginsburg,  and  Stephen  Congress)  is  something  diat  ts  persuaded  by  the  idea  that  the  urg 


Crusading  AG  defeated 


WASHINGTOM  D.C  (BP  and  local  repoits)  —  Karats  vol- 

eis  DonraikdiSmvPb^KItxcim 

in  a  race  marked  by  oontroveny  awiriing  around  the  abortion 
debiifo  KBne  had  been  seeldBg  records  mam  dteWidhifocinic 
of  George  lUle^  die  country's  best  known  lets  term  abortion 
doctor  and  a  Flanned  Parendtood  dMc  in  Overlssid  PSik. 
Kltae  finally  won  a  court  battle  and  received  edifod  records  on 
90  patients  in  laie  Ortobez.  The  aMocney  general  said  at  tha 
dme  die  records  were  being  examined  for  evidenoe  of  poaaide 
chatges  for  rape,  chikl  tap»  inoaa^  Mlrgal  late  term  aborttoru; 
artdokx^'  refiwal  to  lep^  cMd  sex  tbmn,  the  Aasodaled 
Ptaaa  reported.  A  aponeaperaon  for  NARAL  Pio-dioioe 
America,  a  leading  abortion  ligte  group;  acknowiadged  die 
orgatdzrtion  sent  volunteera  to  KanM  to  he^  Mortiaon  widi 
hie  campaign,  lifeNcws.com  reportecL  The  poMtioal  action 
conunitteewHBer'acfiniQ  Wornen'a  Health  Cera  ServioM;  aleo 
reported  campaign  oontrttniliona  of  more  dian  $30M)00  fram 

to  The  WIchila  Bi^  Deapile  the 


July  21  to  Oct  28,  a 
crucial  assisfonce  fr 
stance  to  die  oontra 
win  filody  continue 
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>rovidin^  our  con- 
lom.  Trained  men 


was  in 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Noiv! 


1.  Lont  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  kmve  shmed,) 


2.  1  want  fbrmveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeaom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 


3w  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  befteve  im  Jesms.) 


4.  By  faiBi,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in.a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  ms  my  Smvior 
mmd  Lord.) 


“But  as  many  as  receked  him, 
to  them  he  gate  Bie  ri^t  to  become 
duUren  ofCod,  even  to  those  who 
beiieve  in  his  name.  “  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  todmu,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
xvitk  Cod  in  your  own  won^  ' 


I  Am  Thankful 

1  am  so  thankful  for  all  that 
God  has  done  for  me.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  know 
where  to  start  and  there  is  no 
ending  point  to  express  m^' 
gratitude  to  Him  fw  all  of  His 
amazing  provisions,  glorious 
opportunities,  gracious  conso- 
latron,  and  precious  people  I 
have  known.  Had  1  been  pre¬ 
sent  I  would  have  encouraged 
the  Psalmist  to  write  a  Psalm  in 
die  manner  he  did  when  he 
said,  “Bless  the  Lord  oh  my 
soul  and  all  that  is  within  me. 
Bless  his  holy  name“  (Ps. 
103:1).  1  am  thankful!  But  some¬ 
times  when  you  are  being 
thankful  it  is  hard  to  pinpoint 
specifics  so  make  yourself  a  list 
ot  things  that  maM  your  heart 
glad  and  for  which  you  can  say, 
so  diankful.“ 

I  remember  years  a^  we  use 
to  sing  a  hymn  Aat  said, 
“Count  your  many  blessings 
name  thm  one  by  one  and  it 
will  surprise  what  the  Lord 
has  done.“  ^metimes  when 
we  were  singii^  I  would  try  to 
think  about  God's  blessings 
and  would  come  up  with  some 
generalizations  in  my  own 
mind  for  which  1  was  dumkful. 
Other  times  it  was  kind  of  a 
blur  of  thankfulness.  Here  on 
Thank^ving  week,  that  won¬ 
derful  day  set  aside  in  our 
nation  when  we  just  pause  not 
to  stuff  ourselves  but  to  reflect 
on  the  generosity  and  goodness 
of  our  tkid,  1  pause  to  contem¬ 
plate  on  my  blessings.  Come 
walk  alongside  of  me  as  we 
think  about  some  of  those  good 
things  from  die  Father. 

For  one  diing  1  am  diankful 
for  the  unknowns.  It  may  sound 
a  litde  strange,  but  1  am  con¬ 
vinced  diat  we  should  be 
thankful  for  the  unknowns  in 
our  lives.  A  number  of  times  1 
have  sat  at  that  sacred  and 
solemn  place  where  the 
unknown  rests  at  the  Tomb  of 
die  Unknown  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  to  watch  the  changing  of 
the  guard  or  some  special 


HDirecti^ns 


Jim  Futrml,  executive  directol^treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


event.  Over  a  million  solders, 
sailors,  marines,  and  airmen 
have  given  their  lives  protect- 


leff*  their  families,  jobs,  and 
homeland  and  courageously 
fought  and  never  returned.  I 
have  known  some  of  diem,  but 
many  of  them  are  unknown  to 
me.  Still  I  should  be  no  less 
grateful  because  they  gave  the 
^  measure  of  sacrifice  and 
made  much  of  what  I  enjoy  and 
experience  possible. 

It  is  not  only  those  utdoiowns 
but  many  odiers.  Through 
work,  sacrifice,  concern,  and 
dedication  diere  are  permle  who 
have  provided  diings  rat  you 
and  I  take  for  grantra.  I  think  of 
the  scholarship  1  received  in  col¬ 
lege  that  was  started  by  a  fami¬ 
ly  in  memo^  of  their  son  who 
had  been  killra  in  an  accident.  1 
never  met  him,  but  his  influ¬ 
ence  throu^  them  to  me  and 
others  made  a  difference. 
Strange,  isn't  it  how  many  of  us 


Genesis  when  a  whole  nation 
and  a  region  of  the  world  had 
been  saved  by  die  good  and 
godly  acts  of  one  man  named 
Jose^  and  then  a  generation 
rose  upwho  knew  not  Josej^.  It 
is  not  alwa^  easy  to  kxik  oack 
over  your  ufe  and  ferret  out  all 
of  the  teadiers,  leaders,  and 
great  common  folk  who  have 
touched  ycxir  life  and  made  a 
difference.  But  for  those  whose 
faces  I  never  saw  and  whose 
names  I  never  knew  but  whose 
deeds  blessed  my  life,  I  pause  to 
say,  “1  am  thanknil.“ 


A  second  thing  for  which  I 
give  thanks  is  die  kind  tones.  I 
am  referring  to  those  folks  who 
time  and  again  have  an  encour¬ 
aging  positive,  gentle  but 
uplirang  way  about  diem  that 
seems  to  lace  life  with  bless¬ 
ings.  1  dem't  know  about  you, 
but  it  is  those  folks  who  even 
without  knowing  it  always 
seem  to  brighten  any  room 
when  they  enter.  Their  pres¬ 
ence  spreads  peace  in  the 
worid  and  their  very  spirit- 
filled  demeanor  keeps  miucing 
a  difference  in  a  weird  ana 
warped  society.  By  contrast 
you  may  know  of  someone 
who  always  seems  to  be  on  die 
edge  of  explosion.  Their  emo¬ 
tions  are  always  charged  with 
anger.  Their  face  is  shaped  by  a 
scowl  and  their  words  seem  to 
be  arranged  in  such  a  way  diat 
they  always  just  suck  the  oxy- 

Sm  out  ot  a  room.  You  proba- 
y  would  choose  not  to  spend 
most  of  your  life  around  mm. 
The  folks  widi  the  kind  tones  are 
the  people  who  do  more  than 
just  memorize  the  Scripture; 
they  seem  to  have  it  filtering 
through  their  lives.  In 
Ej^iesians  Paul  instructed  die 
folks  to,  “Be  ye  kind  one  to 
another,  tendeihearted,  forgiv¬ 
ing  one  another;  even  as  &)d 
for  Christ  sake  has  fcMgiven  us“ 
OEph.  4:32).  The  blessiiw  for  me 
is  diat  with  almost  no  tnou^t  1 
can  name  you  dozens  of  people 
I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
knowing,  working  with,  social¬ 
izing  with,  laughing  with,  and 
walicing  the  foumey  of  life 
alongside  of  who  are  those 
kind  of  people,  and  so  I  say,  “1 
am  thaiikful.“ 


A  final  note  of  iiw  sem  of 
thanksmving  woulcf  be  m>w 
thankful  I  am  for  the  sure  stone. 
1  am  speaking  of  those  things 
that  God  Hinra^  has  given  us 
that  are  solkl  sure,  foundation¬ 
al  bedrock,  and  dependable 
truths.  In  N^tthew  lb:18  Jesus 
said  to  His  disdples,  “Upon  this 
rock  I  will  build  my  churdi;  and 
die  gates  of  hfril  shw  not  prevail 
against  it“  In  a  world  diat  is 
constantly  changing  in  the 
strangest  and  often  ungcxlly 
ways,  there  are  some  things  diat 
we  can  depend  upon.  The  trudi 
that  we  hold  to  is  unchanging, 
for  it  is  anchored  in  die  Gcxl 
who  is  the  same  yest^tlay; 
today,  and  forever.  In  our  world 
what  seemed  to  be  true  last 
wMi;  or  in  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  or  in  the  latest  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Supreme  Court  may 
not  be  the  same  just  down  thie 
road.  It  is  circumstantial  truth 
or  transitional  truth. 

So  where  in  the  world  can  a 
young  person  turn  today  and 
find  something  to  hold  on  to  that 
is  real  ri^l  and  wUl  not  be 
ripped  away  from  their  heart?  It 
all  oegins  with  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  unshakable, 
ever  solid  Savior  our  Lord  Jesus. 
When  the  winds  blow,  or  the 
flcxxls  come,  cir  the  fire  of  trials 
fall  upon  us  we  can  depend  upon 
Him.  A  great  hymn  writer  said  it 
right  and  glorious  when  he 
penned  the  words,  “On  Chrisl 
me  solid  Rock  I  stimd;  all  other 
ground  is  sinking  sand,  all  other 
ground  is  sinking  sand.“  You  can 
depend  on  cxir  uxd  Jesus.  You 
can  trust  His  unwavering  Word 
to  us.  We  can  be  confident  and 
live  our  lives  joyously  resting  on 
an  unshakable  nuth  in  our  loving 
Savior.  To  walk  with  Him  and  be 
anchored  to  His  steadfastness 
enables  us  even  in  our  world  to 
say  like  Job,  “Though  he  slay  me, 
yet  will  I  trust  in  Him“  (Job 
13:15X  So  with  a  full  heart  1  in¬ 
firm,  “I  am  thankful.“ 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfufrtddhnbcb.org. 


'Gay  penguins'  story  highlights  homosexual  hypocrisy 

CHICAGO  (BP)  —  A  children's  bcxik  was  *pret^  and  beautiful*  from  SeaWorld  in  San  Diego,  the  New  “(IJf  Roy  and  Silo  can  do  it  why 
bcxik  based  on  a  true  story  about  two  ahhou^  her  positive  thoughts  about  York  Post  first  reported.  can't  humans?”  Gersh  Kuntzman  of 

“gay  penguins*  is  causing  concern  the  bcxik  were  shcxt-lived.  Halfway  Alfixxi^  the  six-year  relationship  the  New  York  Post  wrote  in  an  online 
from  parents  in  several  schools  and  through  die  bcxik,  she  discovered  thie  between  ^  and  Roy  made  headlines  March  2004  column  at  Newsweek's 
towns  nationwide,  and  thus  far  the  twopenguins  were  in  love.  nationwide,  the  breakup  was  men-  website.  “Indeed  if  homosexual  mar- 

ccxitroversy  largely  has  ignored  an  “That^  when  I  ended  the  story,*  she  tioned  for  less.  The  book  was  published  riages  exist  in  the  animal  kingdom, 
important  fact  —  the  penguins  told  AP.  “Of  course,  we  know  the  kids  before  the  two  penguins  split.  must  be  normal.* 

ago  split  up.  with  one  of  diem  going  eventually  are  going  to  leam  about  the  Warren  Throckmortcxi,  associate  Throdonorton  said  neither  side  of  the 

on  to  nest  with  the  opposite  sex.  homosexual  lifest^.  That's  not  the  mofessor  of  psychology  at  Grove  Qty  “gay  marriage*  debate  should  “read  too 

The  book.  And  Tango  Makes  Three,  issue.  Please  let  us  decide  when  exar  kids  College  in  Penrsylvania,  joked  diat  Silo  much  into*  the  lelatiorahip  between 
is  a  colorful  illustrated  children's  are  ready.  Please  let  us  parent  our  kids.*  was  die  “world's  first  ex-^y  penguiiL*  Roy  and  Silo  —  vdiether  the  two  jpen- 
bcxik  about  two  male  penguins,  Roy  Scitool  superintendent  Jennifer  “At  times  gay  activists  wtU  use  the  gums  are  togedier  or  apart  bicx^ 
and  Silo^  who  began  nesting  together  Filyaw  said  die  bcxik  is  “adorable*  and  animal  kingetam  to  support  the  link  diereaiereportsofodier*same-sexpen- 
atNew  York's  Central  Park  2cx>  about  age-approemte,  AP  said.  between  naturalism  and  human  sexual-  guins”  in  the  Central  Pterk  Zoo 

seven  years  ago.  After  being  together  feding  is  that  a  library  is  to  serve  ity;  and  yet  when  Silo ...  took  up  with  a  There  are  “numerous*  instances  of 

for  several  years,  they  were  given  a  an  entire  popilatkxv*  Filyaw  said.  “It  female  penguin,  die  gay  activists  were  animal  behavior  that  shouldn't  be  emu- 
fertilized  e^  which  they  incubated  means  you  represent  differait  fvialies  in  ^wnpuyi^  the  inipoirtanre  of  that,*  lated  he  said, 
unti]  it  haldied.  The  new  penguin  a  societe  —  aiBewnt  religiona^  different 
was  named  “Tango.*  beliefs.  That's  the  role  of  a  schcxilUbraiy.* 

Aexording  to  me  Associated  Press  The  bcxik  also  caused  a  stir  in  a 
(APX  a  five-yearold  student  at  Sluloh  Misscxiri  town,  AP  reported. 

(ID.)  Elementary  Sdicxil  brought  the  bi  real  Itfe,  Silo  left  Mere  mexe  d 
bcxik  hcxiie  fiom  the  schcxil  library  and  year  ago.  It  seems  Silo  began  ne 
asked  her  modiet  LiOy  Del  PfntcA  to  with  a  remale  penguin  named  Sc^ 
read  it  to  hez  Dd  Plivto  thcxight  the  who  had  been  transferred  to  New 


to  it  as  a  suppcxrting  Mgiinnent 
marriage*  in  the  human  world. 


Let  the  Fire  Fall'  is  2006  Pastors'  Conference  theme 


The  2006  Miasiasippi  B 
Conference,  tnditionidly 


before  the  start  of  the  annual  meeting  of  casting  demons  into 
the  hfissiasippi  Bap^  Convention,  con-  swine  to  illustrate  diat 
vened  on  October  %  in  the  SaiKtuaiy  of  even  evil  spirits  reoog- 
Firat  Church,  Jackson,  with  a  ff^ehng  luzed  Jesus  as  die  Son 
hom  conference  President  Joe  nimec  of  God.  "People  ask 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Horn  Lake.  me  when  I'm  preach- 
'Dur  dieme  th»  year  ia^  'Let  die  Fire  ing,  'Why  do  you 
FaO.'  It  is  based  on  1  Kings  18:24,*  shout?'  What  better 
Turner  wrote  on  die  conference  pro-  have  you  got  to  shout 
nwn's  wdobme  page.  *We  desire  for  about  (than  Jesus)?* 
&xl  to  stir  our  hearts  and  give  us  a  hesh  he  asked, 
vision  fw  our  place  of  sen^.  The  fire  is  *If  the  diurdi  b  to 

going  to  foil  on  America.  I  pray  die  fire  stand,  Jesus  must  be  at 


^  the  foimdadon,?  said 

DeuteroiKMny  Fred  Luter;  preiKhing 
from  Matdiew  16:13- 
Luter  is  pastor  of 
Franklin  Road  Church 
New  Orieans. 

JohrmyHunL  pastor 

ft  isthefonr^  of  First  Church,  ,r  . 

pastor  of  TUnityChurdi,  Southaven.  Woodstod;,  Ga.,  dosed  R^SIOIPS  CONFERENCE  OFRCl^P- 
James  MuriU,  pastor  of  Ctosspomte  out  the  evening  ses-  RiplarvM^  wM  serve  as  200807  peM 
Church  in  DuhitKGa,  and  fonrierpresi  sion  with  a  sermon  limr  (MIL  pastor  d  Fint  ChurcJv  HcSrn 
dent  of  die  Soulhm  Baptist  Conventton,  from  Acts  19:11.  *We  decL  (Photo  fay  WMMnFitakkiBjd^' 
preached  fiom  1  IQngs  1k21-4(X  "Don'tbe  nwy  not  be  able  to  do 
afraid  of  foke  flodsT  he  said.  *tf  you're  much  with  our  own 
going  to  stand  nr  the  true  God,  you  have  handa^  but  we  can  give  them  to  God 
to  stand  against  the  false  gods.*  and  He  can  use  dmn,*  he  said. 

Fred  Wolfe;  fonner  pastor  of  Daimliin  Conference  attendees  tapped  Tony 
Wiy  Church  in  Mobile,  AL,  ciosea  die  Lambert  pastw  of  Crossgates  Church, 
afromoon  seoaion  widi  a  sermon  on  the  Brandon,  as  president-eKct.  He  was 
parable  of  the  prodigal  son  ki  Luke  15  as  elected  by  acclamation  after  being 
nis  subject  *You  know  idiy  I  love  Lake  nominated  by  Dean  Renter;  pastor  cw 
15?IticwealBdieheartof God,*  Wolfesaad.  Temple  Qiurai,  Hatdewurg. 


will  nil  in  revival  and  not  in  juogmertt.'' 

Preaching  from  P 
Chapters  11  and  28,  Jim  Butler  kicked 
off  me  afternoon  session  by  dedaring, 
*God  is  reminding  us  that  before...  our 
nation  is  a  choice  and  diat  choice  has 
conseauenoes.*  Buder^pastor  of  Village 


Shannon  MardiaU,  pastor  of  Steep  of  worship  at  First  Churdi,  Horn 
Hollow  Church,  PopfonnUe,  moved  from  LskeTThe  church's  Celebration  Choir, 
president-elect  to  succeed  liimer  as  con-  Praise  and  Worship  Team,  and  Holy 
terencepresident  Joe  CaldwdL  pastor  of  Ground  Youdi  Drama  Team  also  per- 
Cedar  View  Church,  CWve  Branch,  formed  at  the  conference, 
served  this  year  as  conference  treasurer.  The  2007  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastors' 
Wordiip  for  the  2006  ccmference  Conference  is  scheduled  few  October  29 
was  directed  by  Greg  Sims,  minister  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Students  plant  special  seeds  during  African  mission  trips 

SENEGAL,  West  Africa  (BP)  —  Paasersby  called  out  |||■|■||||■|||■■^  k  Pierre  answered,  "These  things  are  in  the  Bible  and 

everyfewmitttite^  wishing  a  good  day  to  dw  American  I  an]rone  can  have  knowledge  afamt  Jesus  and  tell  oth- 

coOege  students  working  in  the  infest  African  fielcL  I  ers.*  He  went  on  to  teD  the  story  in  Acts  of  the  3,0(X) 

Sometimes  die  paofw  stopped  to  he^  Knowing  I  People  coining  to  foith,  being  baptized  and  selling 


Konyagui  people  for  more  workers  to  come  and  share 
their  nudi.  'll  lias  given  me  a  whole  new  view  on  the 
vast  number  of  people  who  need  to  be  readied  with 
the  Gospel,"  Bail^  Rahoum,  a  student  at  die 
University  cif  Arkans^Fort  Smith,  said.  "In  America, 
every  comer  you  turn  there  is  a  church.  Here,  every 
comer  you  turn  [there]  is  a  moseme." 

Tim  McKdvy,  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Central  Aricansas,  saw  Pierre  soak  up  the  words 
and  knowledge  of  the  Bible. 

Now,  Pierre  says,  he  is  ready  to  follow  the 
Americaiis' example  and  share  his  forth.  He  even  talked 
about  wockfrig  in  his  neighbors'  fiekfo  so  that  when 
they  adc  vdiy  he  is  he^iini^  can  tell  dim  about  Jesus. 

n  deaiie  to  be  like  the  peoide  who  share  thefar  frni;  we 
must  share  what  we  have  wtdi  cxie  anothet*  Plene  said 
to  the  volunteers,  vdio  came  not  knowing  the  language 
but  learning  phrases  to  help  share  their  fnth.  "This  com- 
pds  me  to  go  forward;  it  removes  my  fear  of  sharing." 

"When  you  live  cMt  here,  you  see  die  Bfole  come 
alive.  More  than  that  you  get  the  chants  to  live  out 
Gcxl's  Word,"  said  Intemaoonal  Mission  Board  mis¬ 
sionary  Aaron  Mills,  who  hdped  die  volunteers. 
"When  the  students  worked  in  die  fields,  die 
Konyagui  eouated  that  bade  to  the  Acts  churdi.  Just  as 


Smith.  "We  never  have  had  to  be  dependent  cm  the 
rain;  we  always  have  focxl  at  the  grocery  store." 

After  seven  days  of  weedirre  peaniut  and  cotton 
fields  wtdi  hand-held  hoes,  five  collegians  from 
Arkansas  had  sore  muscles  and  large  raw  blisters  on 
their  hands  -  but  the  fields  were  ready  for  rainy  sea¬ 
son.  The  fanned  John  Pierre,  was  able  to  fertiliae  his 
plents  before  the  heavy  rains  came. 

Kerre  is  the  first  boiever  in  his  village.  This  group 
from  Arkansas  Student  Ministries  (ASM)  is  the  third 
team  to  come  and  disciple  Pierre  in  hisnew  faidi  and 
to  encourage  him  to  shm  with  his  ne^dxirs. 

ASM  ammted  the  Konyagui  P«o|Ne  in  2005,  and 
Madodc  took  the  first  vision  «pW  January  to  meet 
the  people  and  plan  future  tri^  h  was  during  diait 
first  viait  that  Piefre  became  a  bdiever  in  Christ 
The  Arkansas  team  returned  to  Sene^  to  ntodel 
their  walk  widi  Jesus  and  to  disciple  Pierre.  They 
spent  each  morriing  working  in  die  fields  and  die 
aftememn  rest  time  talking  about  the  Bible  widi 
Pierre,  his  fomily  and  friend 
One  afternoon  the  team  took  emt  a  stocying  doth, 
which  uses  pictures  to  demonstrate  Bible  stories  from 
creation  throu^  Jesus'  resurrection.  The  group  took 
turn  Idling  stories  to  Pierre  and  his  family,  widi  an 
interpreter  fraittlatiiig  En^ish  into  French. 

Pierre's  wife  and  daughters;  who  do  not  speak 


die  Acte  braevers  sold  their  possessions  to  hdp  out 
others,  so  die  students  gave  up  their  time  and  traveled 
a  gTMt  distance  to  heto  in  die  fields." 

Pierre's  oldest  sem  Kristoph  worked  and  talked  with 
the  Arkansas  group  throuipiout  their  visit  One  after- 
nocm  he  broumt  out  his  mble  and  said,  "We  see  these 
diii^  in  you,^  referring  to  Scripture  he  had  learned. 

"It  was  evident  that  the  kwe  of  Christ  was  shining 
dirough  the  students  for  the  Konyagui  to  see,"  ^Os  saia 


4C  THE  GROUND  ~  Arkansas  • 
linisky  voluwlaar  Brian  Matleck  (ligNk 
le,  a  new  believar  in  Wat  Africa,  vrei 
the  west  African  nation  of  SeneoaL  Volt 


(BP  photo) 


are  the  participants. 

2.  Cocintti  Qraidi,  Pwelk 
recendy  ordained  Harold 
Hudson  and  Cliff  Milln 
as  deacons.  Siown  are 


and  Miller. 


3.  Milton  Spotts,  pastor  of 
Baitahalodc  Oraidk, 
Monioe  Coonljk  was  Won- 
ofcd  with  a  wMu  »on- 
aored  appreciation  Tun* 
cheon  Oct  22.  Shown  are 
dw  participants. 

4.  nisi  Chuidw  R^lcy, 
lioataed  Charles  Buckley  to 
the  ministry  Oct  22.  Shown 
are  tnmmonal  pastor  P.]. 
Scott  Buckley  |oe  Slewart 
and  Ibm  Young. 

5.  The  Mission  Friends  of 

McAdaas  dmicit 

McAdaasSk  recently  cde- 
brated  a  birthday  pwty  for 
110  years  of  Nfisam  Friends. 
Sho^  are  Jeffery  Jones* 
MoigHi  Ptckk;  Katie  Mose^ 
Anna  Carol  Gowan*  Chloe 
Qoininget  Katie  Grace 
Jone^  and  Kalelynn  K^Der 

6.  Ebeneser  Churclt 

Liberty,  ordained  Jesse 
Calkendar  as  deacon  Nov. 
5.  Shown  are  pastor  David 
Luce  and  Caltendar. 


7.  Pleasant  Valley  Church, 
MendenhaU,  recently  rec* 
ognixed  dieir  GAs. 
Shown,  back  row,  are 
Shc^  Anderson,  Caylee 
Soum,  Adrian  Brewet 
Brittany  Gardner;  and 
Paula'  Holyfield;  front 
'  row,  Midielw  Looney  and 
Kristina  Looney. 

&  Shirley  Massey,  ministry 


vice.  At  the  fan 


meeuns,  Massey  was  recog¬ 
nised  ^  the  messengers 
with  a  certificate  of  appreci¬ 
ation,  an  associationM  reso¬ 
lution,  and  a  reception. 

9.  First  Church,  Eupora,  held 
a  Sunday  Sch^  Hi^ 
AttendaiKe  day  with  394 
in  attendance,  the  Sunday 
School  classes  were  divio- 
ed  into  two  competing 
teams,  led  by  co-directors 
Milton  Davis  and  Charles 
McClellan.  Shown  is 
McQellan,  the  director  of 
the  runner-up  team. 


4.  Buddey  Licensed  to  Minirtry  Hrst  ChurcK,  Mpley 


have  a  Festival  cif  llccs  Dec 
1-2,  630-9  pm,  indudinx 
refreshments,  a  hay  ride,  sno 
musk.  Doruitions  wiU  be 
acoqpted  foe  the  Lottie  Moon 
Chratmas  Offering.  ' 


12.¥Dulh,  nrstOiurcIi,  MlsCaiii|> 


11.  i«Mi4  SylvB  Rcm  dMvcK  WMer  vyky 


11.  The  wMu  of  Sylve  Rena 
Clinrcli,  Water  VaUey, 
held  a  teadter  appreda- 

*.  tioaeveiitior  dte  tMdieia 
at  Watat  VaUey 
School  and  Elementary 
School.  ^  Shown  are  the 
partklpanta. 

12.  The  youth  of  Firat 
Chuidi,  ^otta  Camp,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  Servant 
Saturday  Oct.  21,  TOing  to 
varioua  {daces  in  me  com¬ 
munity  and  doi^ 
requeued  dean-up  work. 
Shown  are  the  youdi. 
youth  diaector  Daniel 
Minot  'and  his  wife 
Megan,' and  other  adults. 


Church, 


apreaentiiut  A 
Cnriatmas  Dec 


8^  7  pm,  Dec  9-10^  3:30  and 
7  pm  This  is  a  tkkeled 
event;  oom^imentazy  tick¬ 
ets  are  avauaMe  by  calling 
(60ir  824-2775  or  voting 
www.croaagatea.Mg. 

14.  Ftienddilp  Church,  Brook- 
haven,  is  hosting  Jerry 
Owens^  directM  of  me  New 
Holy  Land  Tour  at  dte 
Great  Pamkm  Play,  Eurdm 
%>rinA  Arkansas,  Dec.  8, 7 
pm  m  will  be  teaching 
#nd  giving  a  slide  presenta- 
don  on  me  Ihbernade.  A 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 


and  a  {dwto  of  me  giria. 
Shown  are  the  (>artid{>ontB. 

16.  Youth  horn  Sununeriai^ 
Chnrdt,  Ihjdocaville,  arid 
Woodhaven  Church, 
Ocean  SfMinga,  recendy 
partkapatra  in  a  24-Hour 
Retreat  Nov.  11-12.  Siown 
are  the  {>artici|>ants.  ~ 

17.  Parkway  Churdt,  Houalon, 
ordained  David  Griffin  and 


as  deacons 


Lane  Ferguson  as  deacons 
Oct  29.  9K>wn  are  Griffin, 
Lib  Griffirv  {Mslor  Randy 
Rinehart  Arny  Ferguson, 
and  Fdguson. 

18.  The  children  of  Snnriae 
Church,  PetaL  served 
luiKh  to  the  senior  citi¬ 
zens  Nov.  12.  Shown  are 
the  partid{>ants. 

19.  Edna  Church,  Columbia, 
recently  ordained  Tony 
Humphries,  left,  and  Vartce 
Berry  as  demons. 

20.  The  GAs  of  First  Church  of 
McLaurin,  HaMeabi^ 
recendy  went  on  a  mission 
trip  to  me  Dearwsh  campus 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Children's  Villim,  taxing 
craft  items,  makmajpicture 
frames,  paper  tlowers, 
bookmarks,  aiul  other 

'  items  widt  dw  duldreft. 


tsissippi  Baptist 
Villim,  taxing 
makmajpicture 
taper  tlowers. 
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BAPTISTS 


15.  The  GAs  of  nisi  Church, 
Canton,  recendy  packed  25 
boxes  for  Operatkm 
ChrirtoMs  Child,  {nirchaa- 
ing  socks,  {mrses,  candy, 
schocd  supplies,  stuffed 
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Aixl  want  to  recover  losses 

WcCanHclp! 

with  a  guiaranteed 
•  return  of  prifxnpal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

132% 
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ZNK  CUXRJ  ICTTUZ 
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NGZK  EUA;  HAZ  SK  OZ 
NGZKZN,  HKICAYK  O 
ZKYZOLE  UL  OZ.  ZNCZ 
ZNK  CUXQY  ZNKXKUL 
GXK  KBOR. 

PUNT  YKBKT:  YKBKT 
Oue:  C»W 

Hate  fun  \edlh  cryptography  and 
eJiCMC  your  Bide  Anow4ec%e.  A 
King  tames  Mvsnn  Bide  mne  has 


The  same  letter  is  substituted 
thmugbout  the  puale.  Sohe  by  trial 
and  error.  Awuer  to  last  week\ 
puale:  lohn  One:  FityOne. . 


2.  reatiwil  of  Celebnitioiv  Mtetnippi  CoHcge 


1.  The 


The  Mi— iesippi  College  Career  Services  Center  hold 
Career  Day  on  February  13^  from  11  a.m.  to  2  pjn.  Career  Day 
te  open  to  all  ein|rfoyers  horn  mainstream  businesses,  school 
disbicts,  and  healm-care  providers  looking  for  tqp  quality 
em^yees  —  wdl  —  graduate  promuns  recruitinx  students. 
Earn  yeoi;  MC  hosts  mexe  than  80  ousinesses  ana  organiza¬ 
tions  proanoting  dueer  opportunities.  The  Career  Fair  is  for  all 
Misstrappi  CoDe«  ahurnii  aiKl  students.  For  nuxe  infemna- 
tion,  contact  the  Career  Services  Center  at  (601)  925-3901  or 
enuiil  at  career<enlei#uic.edu  or  Nyberg9mc.edu. 
Employers,  visit  the  enqdoyer  section  of  dve  website  at 
wwwjnc.edu/ career  to  register  online  to  atterkl  the  event. 


2.  The  2l8t  annual  Festival  of  Li^ts  edebration  at  Mississippi 
College  is  scheduled  Nov.  30  duough  Dec.  2,  at  7*30  pjn. 
nightify,  in  historic  Pkovine  Chapel  on  me  college  campus.  The 
hipily  anticipated  event  signals  the  Christm—  season  for 
many  each  year  widt  its  artful  presentation  of  music  and 
verse.  Adding  ambiance  to  this  holiday  perfomumce  is  the 
beauty  and  grace  of  the  Provine  Chapri  (bmlt  in  1860)  setting. 
For  ticket  mnxmatkm.  call  (601)  925-3440  or  e-mail  die  MC 
Department  of  Music  at  muflk9iTO.edu. 


3.  The  William  Caiey  Uahreisity  liters  School  of  Music  will 


department,  the  Carey  Carilfon,  and  the  vcx»  ensemble 
Carpenter's  Wocxl  performing  holiday  favorites.  The 
Instrumental  Ensemble,  which  mciiuies  woodwmds,  bra— 
and  strings,  win  accompany  Carpenter's  Wocxl.  W— Cuneron, 


5.  Student  Representatives,  William  Carey  University 


instructor  of  music,  directs  die  instrumental  ensemble.  Ellen 
Elder;  assistant  professor  of  musk,  directs  die  piano  prosnun. 
Kadw  Vail,  assistant  professor  cif  music,  direris  me  Carey 
Carillon  and  Carpenter's  Wocxl.  Admisskxi  is  free  to  this  fom- 
ily  friendly  event  For  mexe  informatkxi  caU  the  schcxil  of 
music  at  (Ml)  318-6175. 

4.  William  Carey  University  win  run  a  Historical  Exhibit  as  part 
of  its  Centenrual  Celebraocxi  November  8  throu^  February  2, 
2007,  f— hiring  itons  from  the  Carey  Archives  in  the  Luale 
Parto  Gallery  Icxnted  CXI  die  Hattiesburg  canmus.  The  exhib¬ 
it  indud—  photographs  and  pextraits  frem  aU  tour  eras  of  the 
private  Ouistian  insdtutkxi,  including  Scxith  Mississippi 
CoUm  (1906X  Mississippi  Wexnan's  Ccxlege  (1911),  IMllum 
Carey  College  (1954X  and  William  Carey  University  (2006). 
The  exhibit  also  indudes  an  eariy  gym  emtfit  baskedxdl  uni¬ 
form,  freshman  beanie,  baseball  lersey  and  other  memcxidxl- 


5.  Six  William  Carey  Univcfaity  students  were  selected  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  university  at  the  Regicxi  IV  Kennedy  Center 
American  Ccdlege  Theatre  Fesdvaf  (KCACTF)  whicai  will  be 
hdd  at  Scxithwestem  Gecxgia  University  in  February.  The  stu¬ 
dents  were  ncxninated  for  meir  woric  cxi  WCU's  {day  Bad  Axe. 
Students  sdected  are  (dcxkwiae  from  top)  Krystal  Sdxd  of 
Oflik  Grove;  Paul  Texquati  of  Picayune;  Laura  Jadcscxi  of  Oak 
Grove;  Abbie  Hall  of  V^ggins;  Wesley  Guthrie  of  Purvis;  and 
Charity  WlUiamscm  of  Biloxi. 


^sit  us  online  at  www.mbcb.org 
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NKD  TOCMTt  MNEVIfW  tAPriST 
CHURCH,  LOCATK.IN  CUNTON, 
MBSv  NODS  A  nANBt  WV  do  a 
blended  music  service.  Salaried  posi- 
lion.  IWo  Sunday  services  and  choir 
practice  after  the  evening  service. 
Contact  Bany  LyaN  at  (601)  918-7764  or 

church  (601)  924-7677. _ 

K1HB0A  BAPnST  CHURCH,  TERRX 
ftRSS.,  B  ACemme  RBUMB  lOR  A 
nun-TMl  SKtHARi  tob  OesergNion 
for  this  position  is  as  folkwvs:  basic 
church  office  duties  (photte  and  comput¬ 
er  skills),  and  some  financial  tasks  will 
'be  mduded.  Please  send  resume  to: 


Bethesda  Baptist  Church,  Attention: 
IVrsonnel  Committee,  13628  Midway 

Road,  Terry,  MS  391 70. _ 

THf  EAST  BOOHEVILLE  BAmST 
CHURCH  in  Bootteville,  Ms  is  searching 
for  a  part-time  Childrens 
Minister/Director  which  will  span  the 
ages  from  birth  to  6th  grade.  The  (ob 
description  is  available  upon  request  All 
applicants  please  subrnit  resume  to: 
EBRC;  Chiklrem  Minisler/Director 
CorrimHtee,  602  East ,  Church .  Street 
Booneville,  MS  38(U9,  ebbchurchRbell- 
south.net.  Please  call  (662)  728-6036  for 
any  addftional  information. 
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EXPERIENCE  THE  TRUE  MEANING  OF  CHRISTMAS. 
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on  a  Churdi  Bus  ... 

CaUBiUOark 
M1*7S0>23M  or  601-992-4149 


or  HMUaaburg  1-i00444-8t21 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 

20i9  Hwy  49  SoulK.  FIormx,  MS  3W73 
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Missouri  boots  churches; 
N.C.  resets  qualifications 

CAPE  GIRARDEAU,  Mo.  (BP)  —  Messengers  to  this  year's 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention  (MBC)  annual  meeting  disquali¬ 
fied  19  churches  under  the  convention's  single-alignment  stip¬ 
ulation  approved  at  last  year's  annual  meeting. 

Among  the  19  churches  disqualified  for  convention  mem¬ 
bership  were  First  Baptist  churches  in  Jefferson  City,  Cape 
Girarcieau,  Independence,  and  Lee's  Summit,  each  ot  which 
have  ties  with  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  or  the  rival 
Baptist  General  Convention  of  Missouri. 

Missouri  is  unique  in  its  approadi  to  single  alignment  in  that  no 
other  state  convention  in  the  Soudiem  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
has  passed  such  a  definite  statement  articulating  its  ties  to  the  SBC. 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  disqualified  churches.  Third 
Church  in  St.  Louis,  said  the  church  would  be  praying  for  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention  and  requested  that  messengers 
respond  in  land.  It  was  the  only  pubnc  comment  before  mes- 
seMers  voted  on  the  disqualifications. 

The  MBC  also  remains  locked  in  a  five-year  legal  battle  with  five 
entities  whose  trustees  voted  to  make  their  boards  self-perpetuating 
W  amending  their  charters.  The  status  of  Windermere  Baptist 
Conference  Center,  Missouri  Baptet  College,  die  Baptist  Home 
retirement  centei;  the  Missouri  Baptist  Foundation,  and  Word  &  Way 
new^oumal  remains  imcertain  as  the  legal  maneuvering  continues. 
The  MBC  legal  task  force  provided  messengers  with  an  update. 

Messengers  also  approved  a  resolution  encouraging  Missouri 
Baptet  dumii  members  to  exercise  moral  stewardship  regarding  the 
businesses  diey  patronize,  keeping  in  mind  diat  Wal-Man  in  Aug^ 
asked  and  received  pennission  to  )oin  the  National  G^  and  Lesman 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  pledgii^  to'  give  them  $25,000  annually  and 
helping  Wal-Mart  to  "advance  cfiversity,"  or  homosexuality. 

Meanwhile,  messengers  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Quolina  (BSCNC)  strengmened  its  member¬ 
ship  criteria  to  specify  churches  diat  do  not  support  homosexuality 
ana  do  not  allow  hoRKisexuals  to  be  members  until  diey  repent. 

Messengers  voted  by  nearly  a  three-fourdts  m^rity  to  chai^ 
die  convention's  articles  of  incorporation.  Article  VI.  A.3  concerning 
membership.  The  original  article  stated,  "A  ccxiperating  church 
shall  be  one  that  financially  supports  any  program,  institution,  or 
agency  of  the  Convention,  and  which  is  in  friendly  ccxiperation  widi 
the  Convention  and  sympathetic  with  its  purposes  and  work." 

The  addition  to  the  article  states,  "Among  churches  not 
in  friendly  cooperation  with  the  Convention  are  churches 
which  knowingly  act  to  affirm,  approve,  endorse,  promote, 
support  or  bless  homosexual  oehavior.  The  Board  of 
Directors  shall  apply  this  provision.  A  church  has  a  right  to 
appeal  any  adverse  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Directors." 

Opponents  of  the  revision  did  not  see  it  as  necessary.  While 
they  all  agreed  homosexuality  is  a  sin  and  sinners  need  to 
repc^  they  did  not  feel  such  a  rigid  stance  is  necessary  when 
the  mechanisi^i  for  membership  removal  already  is  in  place. 

"This  is  unproductive,"  saicf  Nathan  Parrish,  pastor  at  Peace 
Haven  Churcn  in  Winston-Salem  and  a  member  of  the  B^NC 
board  of  directors.  "We  should  have  more  conversations  with 
each  other  rather  than  cast  stones  at  each  other.  " 
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FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  S4 1-8196.  Provided  ^  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ifts.com. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebournl.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  Fw  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  451-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-6743. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
CROSSETT,  ARKANSAS,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  children's  minister.  Resumes 
may  be  sent  to  701  Main  Street, 

Crossett,  AR  71635. _ 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER 
NEEDEDiFIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
OF  RED  BAY,  ALABAMA,  is  seeking 
a  part-time  Minister  of  Youth. 
Resumes  will  be  accepted  through 
December  31,  2006.  Mail  resumes 
to;  First  Baptist  Church,  attn:  YM 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  616, 

Red  Bay,  AL  35582.  _ 

HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
Insurance  Too  Expensive^  Call  E.F. 
Hutton  Insurance  today  ...!  We  Can 
Help!  Toll-free  (877)  232-0686. 


STAINWAY  PIANO:  Upright  —  model 
1098;  "ebony;  1  owner;  purchased 
1998;  $10,000,  (601 )  982-4906. 
HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Coluntbus/lacksotv  (87^  477^-1899^ 
BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO: 
STREET  LEVEL,  2  BR/2  BATH, 
SLEEPS  6.  No  smoking,  or  no  pets, 
comfortable,  family  environment. 
Please  call  after  4:30  p.m.  week- 

days,  (662)  746-6702.  _ 

SIAMED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MS  &  M  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DIKOliNT  Bi^STRIES  4  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lightirrg,  seal¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushiorH,  kringl- 
glas,  carpel,  signs.  Church  Supply 
Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  lACKSON,  CTvistian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  arxl  glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092,  Don  4  Rita  Sebten,  owners. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 
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GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


Nov.  6 -Nov.  20, 2006 

Honors 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 


Mn  .  MmaiW  WiMic) 
MtaBriaranta 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Rory  L$t 


Or  Joe  LovcMyi  SSC 
NOUadBC 
‘torjr  L«h 

UUiMi.  Nrry  Amme  A 
Ra(M  Hayward 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Ngtim 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

RO.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.l>apttetelilldrGfMvilkige.coiii 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Live  Now  ...  and  Forever 

Isaiah  55:1-13 


until  it  is  too  Me.  Kty  hope  m  is  mm.  h  has  been  around  as 
that  my  best  Mend.  Sei^  is  long  as  sinful  knimanity  has 
not  one  ot  these  people.  He  been  cf^aaed  in  coounerce. 
and  I  had  talked  for  a  period  of  The  otte^ial  audienoe  to  these 
over  a  year  about  his  need  for  words  aom  baiah  would  have 
God's  forgiveneas  in  Ouist  had  the  same  doubts  we  have 
He  even  moved  to  the  point  of  today,  fat  the  li^t  of  shady 
admitting  his  need  but  busine»  practioes^  God's  offer 
remainea  luppiehensive  about  of  faee  forgiveneas  to  aU  people 
accepting  Cniist's  forgiveness,  would  have  seemed  too  gim 
Wimin.a  few  we^  of  admit-  to  be  true  to  some  of  dte  origi- 
tiitg  his  need  for  Christ  he  «vas  nal  heaters  die  same  way  dtat  H 
kilM  in  a  car  wreck.  My  hope  seems  too  good  to  be  tniw  to 
is  that  he  responded  to  Goo's  some  tod^.  As  if  darifyina  tlus 
offer  of  fbrmveness  in  Christ  issue;  God  points  out  that  He  is 
before  His  cxfer  to  him  was  no  not  like  us.  ffas  ways  are  not 
lor^r  available  (Hebrews  like  our  ways.  Our  motives 
9'.2^.  None  of  us  know  when  may  be  impure.  CXir  intentions 
we  will  die  or  when  Christ  wiU  may  be  unrighteous.  Our 
return.  God's  offer  of  a  new  efforts  can  fail  to  produce  the 
life  is  a  limited  time  offer.  desired  result  His  motives  are 

Fiiudfe,  in  Isaiah  55:8-13  we  not  impu^  ffis  intentions  are 
see  Goas  guarantee  that  Ffis  not  unri^teous.  and  His 
promises  wm  not  feiL  Anyone  efforts  do  not  fail  (verses  B-llX 
Suit  chooses 'to  eco^  God's  Theneedtorepsondisiment 
invitation  to  receive  His  offer  of  Have  you  icspcraed  to  God's 
fcMgiveness  will  not  be  disap-  oBer  of  new  nfe?  Are  you  dili- 
pomted.  Here  it's  important  to  gent  to  tell  odiers  bout  fte  offer? 

remember  diat  this  market-  - 

place  s^le  offer  was  not  given  ^  Monster  ^  Eincatiom, 

in  a  society  that  was  immune  to  First  Cfaadi.  Umisouk. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Love.  One  Another 

Hebrews  13:1-8, 12-19  (focal  Hebrews  13:1) 


flesh."  This  is  a  profound  mys-  praise  ffam  throireh  everything 
tery  —  but  1  am  talking  about  and  pray  for  each  other!  Don’t 
Chnst  and  die  ^urch.  justify  actions  die  .Bfole  con- 
Ephesians  5:29-32.  We  are  to  demns.  Wb  cannot  afford  to  "tol- 
clMve  to  our  marriage  partners  crate"  sinful  bdiavioc  for  we  are 
as  we  cleave  to  Ou^  —  our  called  upon  to  be  holy!  (1  Peter 
Bridegroom!  As  we  have  begun  1:16)  We  must  stand  fum. 
to  think  earthly  marriage  is  Christians  are  condemned 
about  meeting  our  personal  and  mocked  today  as  the  early 
needs,  so  also  we  have  begun  Hebrew  Christians  were,  but 
to  think  that  church  is  about  even  in  the  battle  Christ  ciik  us 
meeting  our  personal  needsl  to  follow  Him.  This  world  is  not 
We  must  heeci  the  warning  of  our  home  (vs.  14).  )esus  said.  "I 
Hebrews!  Make  no  mistake,  go  to  prepm  a  (dace  for  youT 

Gcxl  will  judge!  — - -  Let  us  while  we  draw  eardily 

'  Closely  asscxiated  with  this  breath  "...  fix  our  eyes  cm  Jesus, 
warning  about  the  iunctity  of  die  mithor  and  periecter  of  our 
marriage  is  an  admonitkm  con-  feith.  who  for  the  joy  set  before 
ceming  money.  If  we  are  focused  him  endured  the  cross;  scorning 
cm  money,  we  are  not  relying  its  shame,  and  sat  down  at  the 
upcm  God's  provisicms.  1  love  ri^  hand  of  the  throne  of  GcxL 
the  words,  "m  Himself  sakir  Consider  him  who  endured 
(\ferse  5)  He  will  never  leave  us  such  opposHkm  from  sinful 
or  forsake  us!  Do  we  believe  men,  so  mat  ycm  will  not  grow 
that?  Either  we  do  or  we  ckm't!  weary  and  lore  heart."  (12:2-3) 
That  goes  strai^t  to  the  heart  of  Gm  Mess  you  in  this  journey! 

our  imole  bdief  system!  — - 

With  there  admonishments.  Gracr  is  a  anmnt's  omjbvncr 
the  writer  gives  instructkm  of  spadre  and  oxiaim'siamtstiy  direr- 
how  to  begin  to  live  accordingly  tor  at  Highland  Onadt,  }/kxsharg. 


one  neighbor  a  nrule 

1  hope  you  have  been  away.  Sometimes,  1  long  . 
enriched  by  this  study  of  to  live  in  a  suburban  ' 
Hebrews  which  has  reminded  neighborhcxxi  but  as  1  talk  to 
us  stror^y  of  who  it  is  we  diore  who  do,  many  do  not 
serve.  Hopefully,  it  has  also  even  know  who  lives  next  dcmr! 
encouraged  you  to  faithfully  We  see  odier  church  members 
"stay  die  course."  Chapter  13  is  only  at  church  where  sadly  too 
brimming  with  admonishments  often  the  relaticmshto  stops.  We 
from  the  writer  to  remain  holy  dcm't  know  each  omer!  mving 
in  a  very  unholy  world.  We  live  people  into  our  homes  must  be 
in  an  upside  down  world  just  as  important  or  the  writer  would 


marriage  (one  man /one 
womaiu  was  the  glue  that  held 
civilization  togemer  and  was 
We  also  the  symbol  God  chore  to 
ing  characterize  His  relationship 
t  be  with  us.  In  losing  our  lifetime 
uld  commitment  to  those  we 
ack  vowed  to  honor  and  love,  we 
elf-  have  lost  our  commitment  to 
our  God,  as  well.  Becoming 
seems  to  absorbed  in  our  own  personiu 
^  ^  ,  indicating  needs,  we  have  ignored  what 

ore  each  other  in  9ie  %re  need  to'remembCT  prisoners.  Gcxl  has  said  about  the  serious- 
we  begin  to  care  fix  Many  skip  this  piassage  thinking  ness  of  marriage.  In  Ephesians, 
as  we  are  instructed,  only  of  criminals  but  ccxild  it  Paul  was  teaching  husbands 
arguments  diat  also  mean  anyone  who  is  and  wives  but  in  the  middle  of 
wcxild  all  l^t  disap-  bcxind?  All  ^/round  are  those  his  discourse  we  find  there 
ntinues  that  we  need  impriscxied  by  sin  and  we  hare  words:  "for  we  are  members  of 
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LifeWay:  ministers  behind  the  times  on  culture  issues 


pastofs  are  leas  infonnra  about 
me  culture  in  vvhich  they  live 
than  are  dte  people  in  their 
churches;'’  aooording  to  research 
rekaaed  by  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Research  released  in  the 
November/December  edition  of 
LifeWay's  Facts  &  Tiends  mag^ 
zine  delves  into  how  informed 
Protestant  ministers  and  laypeo- 
pie  see  themselves  in  regard  to  12 
meets  of  today's  culture: 

•  books. 

•  music. 

•  sports.- 

•  celebrities. 

•  television  programs. 

•  politics. 

•  magazines. 

•  radio  and  TV  talk  shows. 

•  movies. 

•  Internet 

•  video  and  computer  games. 

•  dothiire  and  faduon. 

IWo  studies  were  conducted 

for  Facts  &  Hends  by  Ellison 
Researdi  in  Phoenix  —  a  r^ 
resentative  sample  of  797 
Protestant  ciiunm  ministers 
nationwide  and  a  companion 
survey  of  1,184  adults  who 
atterKi  Protestant  churches  at 
least  once  a  month.  The  stud¬ 
ies  asked  each  group  to  rate 
whedier  they  are'  very 
if^nned,  somewhat 

infonned,  not  very  informed, 
or  actively  avoid  the  various 
facets  of  popular  culture. 

Not  Qiw  of  the  12  categories 


culture  does  not 
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diat  the  surety  raises  the  ques- 
non  Of  wnemer  cnuecnes  are 
having  an  impact  on  how  peo¬ 
ple  interact  with  culture.  " 
There's  a  lowg-term  debate 
within  Chriskndom  about 
.what  is  an  appropriate  level  of 
involvement  m  popular  ad- 


Music. 
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anodier  5S%  saying  ti^  are 
somewhat  informed.  This  is  the 
only  category  in  the  study 
about  whiai  ministers  fed  bet¬ 
ter  informed  than  the  laity, 
with  29%  of  all  churchgoers 
feding  very  informed  uxMit 
politics  and  mother  47%  fed- 
ing  somewhat  infonned. 

pastors  and  laypeople  fed 
about  emiaDy  infonnea  about 

H  Twenty-four  percent  of 
fed  vety  informed  about 
and  mother  44%  are 
somewhat  informed  about  this 
topic  widi  similar  percentages 
stated  by  churchgoers. 

On  em  of  the  other  10  topics 
mmistets  fed  significantly  mm  infbrmcd  (11%  versus  17%  among  laity]k 
about  the  culture  sunourtding  them  dun  and  iarhion  (seven  percent  vei 
do  chunhgoers.  IWenty  percent  of  min-  among  laity);  vidm  and  o 
isters  feel  very  infonned  about  die  games  (five  percent  versus  169 
lnMtnctcompsredto43%of  Idty  19%ol  5^);  md  edebrities  (four  pen 
minislers  fra  very  informed  about  sus  10%  among  laity), 
what's  on  television  today  compared  to  The  areas  where  the  mm* 
31%  of  laity:  18%  are  very  informed  exist  between  pastors  mcTclw 
about  books  oompaied  to  27%  of  lai^  are  m  video  aid  computer  gm 
and  16%  are  very  informed  about  movies  ion,  and  edebrities.  Fntjr-nine  p 
today  compared  to  24%  of  laity.  ministers  are  uninformed  abou 

Pastors  rardy  feel  very  infonned  compared  to  37%  of  the  peopi 
about  the  other  culture  topics  on  the  pewac  69%  are  uninformed  abou 
survejr:  ndfo  and  TV  talk  dwws  (12%  ties  compared  to  49%  of  laity; 
versus  to  20%  among  laity);  music  (11%  are  unmtormed  about  video  a 
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